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learned just exactly what connects us as

to offer relief from its devastation.

 Get to work on salvage

T Sy e

A poll finds that Oregonians support a careful policy of
salvage and replanting on burned-over federal forests

new poll shows that three out
of every four Oregonianswant
federal forests restored after

wildfires by salvaging burned
trees and replanting with seedlings. The
fourth, no doubt, wants to sue to stop
the Forest Service from doing anything.

A Junesurvey of 607 registered voters
by an independent polling firm showed
that a large majority of Oregonians still
holds to the common-sense view that
after fire sweeps across a forest, some
blackened timber should be put to pro-
ductive use, and in many cases seed-
lings should be planted to replace the
dead trees.

But that is not how it works now. The
Forest Service launches an environ-
mental review and salvage planning
process that can drag on as long as two
years. The fire-killed trees start rotting.
Environmental groups appeal the For-
est Service salvage and recovery plan.
Then they sue. By the time a judge
rules, dl but the largest trees are rotten
to the core.

Current post-fire policy is a failure.
The Forest Service spends millions of
dollars writing plans for salvage and
restoration projects, many of which will
never happen, often because there’sno
money left to pay for them. Meanwhile,
hundreds of millions of board feet of
marketable timber are left to topple
over and rot, even though rural North-
west communities are dying for jobs,
even though the global demand for
wood and pulp continuesunabated.

It has come to this: A dead tree in the
Northwest is now considered more pre-
cious than a live one about to be cut

down in a poorly protected rain forest
somewhere else in the world.
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This page is not for a radical salvage
program. The few timber industry calls
for taking 2 billion board feet out of the
Biscuit fire were just as ridiculous as the
environmental claim that any helicop-
ter logging of blackened trees there
amounted to “clear-cuttingparadise.”

There are many places where timber
salvage is a bad idea, where soil com-
paction, erosion or other damage from
logging causes environmental harm
that exceeds its economic benefits. Re-
spected scientists disagree about how
best to help forests recover from wild-
fires, and many now argue that a leave-
it-alone approach is often best.

Yet there must be a thoughtful mid-
dle ground somewhere on salvage and
recovery of federal forests. When a fire
bums a hundred thousand acres of an
Oregon forest, surelya small percentage
of the burned area can be safely and
promptly salvaged — before the trees
rot — and certainlymuch of it ought to
be reseeded or replanted.

The Northwest members of Congress
who led the effort to pass healthy forest
legislation — including Rep. Greg Wal-
den and Sen. Gordon Smith, both
R-Ore. — are now working on a similar
bill to expeditetimber salvage.

Skeptics keep saying that Congress
won’t be able to work out a deal be-
cause post-fire salvage is much more
controversial than thinning to prevent
forest fires. There is no public consen-
sus on salvage, they claim.

The recent poll suggests otherwise.
Oregonians know very well that fire sal-
vage policy on federal lands is now a big
waste of time, money, wood and jobs.
Their elected leaders know it. The only
question left is whether anybody is
goingto do anything about it.

OCRz6ON AN

RPsOCEEQElTAR o

th
st
e
se

ve

43 =

WHRE

pegss IaamEIe

BB



gmimﬂw« ami X

se proper recfpe of 1
i;mi}afmume Bt the ides that

should sit by and work on our 5 Co
macrame while s Ble cactly w it
pls 1o the groy red by tiar that wonld gweﬁm
pea;ﬁe that i mum nwzramy be Blantche 0 ox)

ists dm’t ’mf e call

dwellers. But don't take

it Consider the results forest
management sutwy involving hun:
dreds of reglitered voters acmﬁ&ﬁwa
stale. The surve

Oregontan, fo

Uregonians

wiach :kw geviﬁg‘
#ive House seats ars he

m&ﬁwd aﬁ wﬂdﬁm mwv&xy a little | the Sierr
injagine what H

pie ti‘m wst 3t the countiy think

And thélr opiions-matter, tm, be

mgﬁwmﬁ{mw e :

v xmm brings s o
Walden and Sen, G’GM.
of federal lawimakers whow
found then linked

(ggub) Buuiemy
Twes 83e|os




Wish Walden
good luck in
thinning forest
bureaucracy

A repeat of the almost total waste of wood occurring
on the 500,000-acre Biscuit Fire may not happen again,
if U.S. Rep. Gr(if Walden has his way.

Walden said during a stop in Grants Pass on Wednes-
day he plans to introduce legislation to speed up devel-
oE;rlent of forest fire recovery plans, so there’s more
chance to salvags trees before they rot.

U.S. Forest Service employees were so entangled in
red tape it took them two years to sell any wood from
the 2002 Biscuit Fire. A total of 370 million board feet
was scheduled to be harvested on a mere 3.8 percent of
the land, but probably only 20 percent of that will be cut.
That’s because rot and bugs are expected to make the
rest of the wood useless to mills after this logging sea-
son ends with November and December rains.

Other major fires that burned in federal forests in
2002 have similar recovery timelines. Each year,
between 2 million and 8 million acres of federal forest
burn in wildfires.

Had loggers had a year or more of that two years
spent planning the Biscuit recovery, the outcome might
have been considerably different. More wood could have
been cut, supporting more Southern Oregon jobs — and
not as many green trees would have had to be harvested
to keep the mills buzzing.

Also, more acreage could have been replanted to
frow into healthy forest relatively quickly, rather than

eft to turn into tinder-dry brush fields or slowly and
haphazardly return to green forest.

f course, changing forest management these days is
about as easy as sailing the Queen Mary 2 down the
Rogue River, because of environmentalists and other
special interests that have a stake in the woods.

However, Walden, a Republican who represents
Grants Pass, Jackson County and Eastern Oregon, has
had remarkable success in this area. He wrote the
Healthy Forests Restoration Act, which was passed by
Congress in 2003 and streamlined the process for thin-
ning 20 million acres of federal forest. Hopefully, this
will help reduce chances of fires such as Biscuit.

Walden is also chairman of the House Resources Sub-
committee on Forest and Forest Health, which shapes
the nation’s forest %olicy. .

Walden said he hopes to introduce this fall his bill to
streamline planning after forest fires. That may be
overly ambitious, given the difficulty in changin%cforest
management and absence of fires that might catch leg-
islators’ attention, such as the Southern California fires
did two years ago.

Whenever the congressman introduces his bill, good
luck to him. A precious resource shouldn’t have to rot in
the name of bureaucracy. And “management” that
allows millions of acres of this nation’s forests to turn
into brush fields mustn’t be allowed. .

Dennis Roler
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